
 

English Challenge Booklet 

 

Here are ideas of games and activities you can do 

with your child whilst away from school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy 

 

 

 

 



Reception English Home Learning- Key Objectives 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This pack contains a variety of ideas for activities that will support 

your child’s learning in reading, writing and phonics. 

There are lots of different ideas for activities which you may like to 

complete with your child at home over the course of the time they 

are off school. Please be aware that they are suggestions and that 

you do not need to complete them all!  

We would suggest the following couple of daily activities to keep 

children on track with their learning in English: 

 Share books and encourage your child to read simple words 

and sentences. 

 Word Tin- practise reading the words quickly on sight and 

without sounding out if possible. We have also sent home a full 

list of the 15 sets of words for reception. 

 Practise spelling word tin words from memory 

Writing Activities- please be aware that the children are used to 

having a go at writing more independently now and using their 

phonic knowledge sound out ‘tricky’ words. We do not expect 

children to be spelling all words correctly by copying them. It is 

better to see their phonological attempts to spell. 

Please refer to the following Youtube clip for support on how to 

support your child in segmenting and blending for use in spelling 

and writing:  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ruth+miskin+phonics+you

tube&view=detail&mid=9B55C841D7A21443A2F79B55C841D7A214

43A2F7&FORM=VIRE 

Reading, Writing & Phonics 

 Home-Learning 

 



 

 

Writing 

Rainbow Writing Challenge 1 

  

 

Use different coloured felt tip pens to practise spelling the 

following tricky words lots of times from memory in a different 

colour each time: 

  
 

Writing Challenge 2  

Write a letter or postcard to a relative who may be stuck at home 

to cheer them up.  

 



Writing Challenge 3  

Read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk- can you draw a story map 

to show the sequence of events? Have a go at labelling using key 

words, captions or sentences. Can you use your story map to orally 

retell the story to someone in your house? 

 

 

Writing Challenge 4  

If possible go for a walk around your garden. Talk about what you 

can see and hear. Have a go at writing a/some simple sentence(s).  

e.g. I can see a tree, I can hear the wind 

Writing Challenge 5- My Favourite Toy     

Choose one of your favourite toys and have a go at writing some 

simple sentences about why you like it. 

e.g. It is soft to cuddle, It has batteries, 

 



Listening Activities & Memory Games 

 

Challenge 1  

Word Association Game 

Chose a topic e.g. animals and take it in turns to say an animal 

name in turn until one person can’t think of one….. 

 

Challenge 2  

How many words can you think of that rhyme?- be careful to think 

ahead about the word endings that you choose! 

e.g. cat, mat, fat, bat, / light, might, tight 

Extension- can they write a list of rhyming words? 

 

Challenge 3  

Collect a tray of objects and look carefully to try and take in what is 

on the tray. Cover with a tea towel and carefully remove an object 

(without child seeing). Uncover objects on tray- can they guess which 

one is missing? 



Letter Formation 

Inside your child’s exercise that we have sent home is a copy of the 

formation of letters that we use in handwriting. Below are the 

formation rhymes that accompany this to help children to 

remember how each letter is formed: 

Brampton Village Primary School 

 

Letter Formation Rhymes (in order of letter introduction) 

 
s Round the snake and down the snake 

  
a Round the apple, down the leaf and flick 

  
t Down the tree and flick, across the tree 

  
p Down the pirate, up the pirate and round the pirate’s face 

  
i Down the insect, flick and dot the head 

  
n Down Nazeen and over the net, flick 

  
m Max, mountain, mountain, flick 

  
d Round the dinosaur up, down and flick 

  
g Round the girl and down the curl 

  
o Round the orange and flick 

  
c Round and down the caterpillar 

  
k Down the kangaroo, round the tail, down the leg and flick 

  
e Up, round and under the egg 

  
u Under the umbrella and down to the puddle, flick 

  
r Down, up and over the robot, flick 

  
h Down, up and over the horse, flick 

  
b Down the boot, up and polish the toe, finish at the heel 

  
f Round the flower, down the stem, across the leaves 

  
l Down the leg and flick the toe 

  
j Down and under the Jack in the box, dot the head 

  
v Down and up the vulture, flick 

  
W Down the worm, up the worm, down and up again, flick 

  
X Down to one side, then down the other, flick 

  
y Down and up the horns, then under the yak’s chin 

  

z Zig zag your finger down the zip 
  

q Round the queen’s head, down her plait and curl, flick 
   

 



Phonics 

We use the website: www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

A lot in school during our daily phonic lessons. This website has 

some fantastic games to support the work we are doing in phonics 

which you can now access for free at home. Please see details 

below: 

 

 

 

NB- When accessing games please be aware that we are currently working on sounds 

within phases 3 and 4.  Some children may need to access phase 1 and 2 games if they are 

still getting to grips with learning their individual phonemes.  

 

We sometimes use the cbeebies programme ‘alphablocks’ and we 

thought it would be a great way for the children to reinforce the 

phonics we have been doing in school. We also thought this would 

help to support parents in ensuring they are making sure children are 

using ‘pure’ sounds and not adding ‘uh’ to the end of a letter sound.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 

Phase 3 Di-graphs and Tri-graphs 

 

Brampton Village Primary School 

Teaching of phonemes (sounds) represented by 2 or 3 letter combinations. 

We teach a rhyme to match each letter combination to help children remember 

the sound or phoneme. We also use a picture as a visual prompt. 

ch – cheeky chimp  

sh – shut the shop  

th – thick and thin  

ng – thing on a string  

 

ai – rain in spain  

ee – what do you see  

igh – fright in the night 

oa – goat in a boat 

oo – poo at the zoo 

oo – look at  a book 

  

ow – brown cow 

oi – dig the soil 

  

ar – start the car 

or – worn and torn 

ur – burt is hurt 

ear – what can you hear 

air – it’s not fair 

ure – pure manure 


